
Virginia Wine Board Meeting Minutes 

Thursday December 4, 2025 

Board Members Present 

Megan Seibel, Chair 

Anne Shelton 

Luca Paschina 

Stephen Barnard 

Nate Walsh 

Commissioner Joseph Guthrie 

Aubrey Rose, Treasurer 

Board Members Absent 

Nate Walsh 

Lerem Baki 

James King 

George Hodson, Vice Chair 

Guests and Staff Present 

Jennifer Reichert, StonyWater 

Laura Maxey-Nay, VDACS  

Elizabeth Akers, Wine Board Marketing Office

Anna Anderson, Wine Board Marketing Office 

Annette Boyd, Wine Board Marketing Office 

Megan Hereford, Virginia Cider Association 

Chrisa Giorgi, Wine Cellar Stories 

Emily Hodson, Grape Breeding 

Joy Ting, Winemakers Research Exchange 

AJ Greely, Virginia Vineyards Association 

Susan Kramer, Wine Board Marketing Office 



Desiree Harrison-Brown, Wine Board Marketing Office 

Staci Saunders, Virginia Wine Distribution Company 

Dakota Rust, Virgina Beer Distribution Company 

Matthieu Finot, King Family Vineyards/ Technical Committee Chair 

Christopher Hurst, Veritas 

 

I. Call to Order – 10:12 AM 

II. Minutes 

a. A motion was made by N. Walsh to approve the minutes from the May meeting 

and seconded by A. Shelton. The motion passed unanimously. 

III. Board Docs Alternatives – L. Maxey-Nay 

a. Reviewed SharePoint and gaining access 

b. Decided to use SharePoint instead of BoardDocs 

c. Agreed to put grants into SharePoint only, instead of Google  

IV. Financial Report – A. Rose 

 

V. Industry Reports – Full Reports on SharePoint if notes not provided below.  

a. Winemakers Research Exchange – J. Ting 

b. VDACS – J. Guthrie 

i. Heather Wheeler transitioned divisions into Commodity Servies which 

leaves the Manager of Domestic Marketing position open.  



ii. Jennifer Reichert has been hired as grants manager of the Virginia 

Horse Industry Board.  

iii. Katie Frazier has been selected as the Virginia Secretary of 

Agriculture 

c. Virgina Wineries Association – report reviewed from SharePoint 

d. Virginia Wine Distribution Company – S. Saunders 

i. Software upgrade underway to roll out early 2026. Update will include 

one portal for both beer and wine clients 

e. ViRV Grape Breeding – E. Hodson and B. Jordan 

f. National Grape Research Alliance – E. Hodson 

g. Virginia Cider Association – M. Hereford 

i. Lowered membership dues to encourage more membership (18-20 

members currently). There are around 50 total cideries in VA.  

ii. Offered $150 incentive if member submitted entry to Governors Cup.  

iii. Annual meeting will be held in April in Richmond. 

h. Virginia Vineyards Association – A. Greely  

i. Commercial grape report- one survey out verses two sent out.  

ii. New software purchased with grant has helped efficiency.  

iii. Annual meeting: Anticipate more vendor spaces being rented and 

more attendees 

iv. Starting regional meetings on December 18.  

i. Wine Board Marketing Office – A. Boyd. 

VI. Wine Cellar Stories – C. Giorgi  

a. Recorded 30 vineyards/ 10% of VA Vineyards 

b. Editing now with release date by June of 2026 

VII. Wine Vision –A. Anderson 

VIII. Public Comment 

a. On 10/15/25, J. Guthrie’s office received an anonymous paper letter, with no 

return address, as did some other Board members. It requests the contents be 

shared in a confidential session. However, none of the letter’s several 

observations and suggestions meet the legal requirements to enter closed 

session per the Virginia code. The letter has been shared with the entire Board 

and shall be included in the minutes as it would if it were public comment. 

IX. Letter of Support 

a. Board will support the Chair and Vice-Chair's decision 

X. Grants Management – J. Reichert, Full report in SharePoint 

a. The Board determined that their ratings of grant reports was useful. They will 

review the December 2025 progress reports.  

b. M. Siebel made a motion for Matthiew Finot to be the chair of Technical 

Committee, seconded by L. Paschina and motion passed unanimously 



c. A. Rose made a motion for the 6 current members on the Technical Committee 

to remain on the committee, seconded by S. Barnard, motion passed, M. 

Seibel abstained. 

XI. Pre-Proposal Review 

a. Discussed pre-proposals and selected which to invite, providing feedback as 

appropriated.  

b. Following discussion, 31 pre-proposals were selected to submit a full 

proposal, 6 were declined, and 3 were referred to the matching marketing 

program. 

c. S. Barnard made a motion to invite, decline, and refer to the Matching 

Marketing grant program as discussed. N. Walsh seconded the motion, and 

the vote was unanimous. 

XII. Next Meeting Date/Location 

a. Graduate Hotel in Charlottesville, VA on 3/31 and 4/1 

XIII. Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn was made by S. Barnard and seconded by A. Rose. The 

motion passed unanimously 
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